A Farewell from the Editor

It has been a privilege to serve as Editor-in-chief of the
Journal of Gastrointestinal and Liver Diseases since the initiation
of this journal. The establishment of a scientific Romanian
journal was considered to be one of several important measures
for developing gastroenterology in Romania as a scientific field
[1]. The journal was initiated in 1992, as an English-written
journal under the title Romanian Journal of Gastroenterology.
As we wished for a wider audience for our journal from the
international research community, we decided to publish all
articles in the English language.

Launching a new biomedical journal is generally an
enormously complex endeavor and so it was for us in the
new era after 1989 in our country. Many medical journals
appeared at that time; some survived but many others failed.
Our journal is one of the survivors. It became the official
journal of the Romanian Society of Gastroenterology and
Hepatology (RSGE), of that of Digestive Endoscopy, and of
other smaller societies, which, together, covered the specialty
of gastroenterology and the connected specialities in this
country. I am grateful to all who worked for it during the first
years, especially to the local Editors and the Editorial Office
team. I also thank the contributors who trusted the journal
even before it was indexed in the major databases, and to
the great personalities who joined the first International
Editorial Committee of the journal. To name only a few of
them: J. Armengol-Miro, J. P. Benhamou, G. Bianchi Porro, A.
Cuschieri, M. N. Marsh, J. Myren, R. E. Pounder, G. N. J. Tytgat.

The launching and expanding of the journal occurred at
large costs, measured both in effort and money. Sponsorship by
pharmaceutical companies and contributions from the annual
fee of the RSGE members covered the costs. The number
of submitted mauscripts, both from Romania and Western
countries, as well as their quality gradually increased. The
journal developed into a truly international journal. It was
accepted in the Excerpta Medica/Embase (1998) and Medline/
PubMed (2002) databases. In 2004 we decided to adopt the
Open Access system and the journal became freely accessible
online [2]. It offers at present both print and online issues, and
the publication process is for the moment free for the authors.
This editorial politics, together with the growing pressure for
authors to publish in order to acquire grants and/or academic
recognition accounts for the steadily increasing number of
manuscripts submitted to our journal from different corners of
the world. The limited space in our quarterly journal as well as
the rigorous selection process resulted in a quite low acceptance
rate, while other metrics, such as time to acceptance and time
to publication remained reasonably short.
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Of course, the journal developed in an atmosphere of
strong competition with the many established journals in the
specialty of gastroenterology and hepatology. In 2006, the
journal title changed to Journal of Gastrointestinal and Liver
Diseases. In 2007 it gained entry in the Thomson Reuters/ISI
database (Science Citation Index Expanding, SCIE) and in 2009
it received its first impact factor. For the 5% consecutive year,
it ranks first place among all the Romanian Journals indexed
by Thomson Reuters. The highest mark of appreciation was
received two years ago: the Elsevier Scopus Journal Excellence
Award Romania 2015 [3].

Looking back after this long period, we think that
editing an English-written journal essentially contributed
to its development into an international journal and to
the promotion of Romanian authors in the international
community. The Editorial Board realizes it has succeeded
in fulfilling the initial goals and we thank all contributors,
including the many reviewers, whose major contribution has
been gratefully acknowledged every year (see on page 438 and
on the journal site, www.jgld.ro).

After so many years, it saddens me to know I will no longer
be the Editor-in-chief, but  am confident that the new Editorial
staff will be able to strengthen and further develop the journal,
adapting it to the rapidly evolving world of medical publishing.
A better accessibility and advertising of the journal on all media
is now mandatory, in order to increase the global awareness
of the journal. A renewal of the journal website and a further
increase in the number of articles and issues published per year,
while increasing the quality of the journal, becomes the major
goal. We all look forward with excitement and anticipation to
the next few years.

On behalf of every member of our team, I take this
opportunity to wish you all a successful New Year in 2018.

Monica Acalovschi
Cluj-Napoca, Romania
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